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Norice TO CONTRIBUTORS.—Write on one side of the paper only. When you want ~ 
‘to begin a paragraph at a given word, place before it in your MS. the sign f. 
Words to be printed in ztalics should be underscored once, in SMALL CAPITALS twice; in. 
LARGE CAPITALS three times. Address all communications, subscriptions, etc. hres 


to H. T. Wesster. M. D., Editor CALIFORNIA MEDICAL JouRNAL, OAKLAND. | 
“CALIFORNIA. 


Physicians in active practice are always in need of something to supply a new de- 
‘mand in the’shape of remedies and appliances, and will, perhaps, find, by reading our ~ 
advertising pages, a guide to just what they need. Some of these advertisements are 
being snanged every month. Keep your eye on them. 


COCAINE EPITOMIZED. 


By LYMAN WATKINS, M. D. BLANCHESTER Ono. 


The use of the muriate of cocaine is extending much beyond 
the domain of eye surgery. Gathered from various sources, a 
brief mention of some of the conditions in which this drug. has_ 
been used is here given. 

INFANTILE DISEASES: Covyza,a two per cent. splution applied to 
nasal mucous membrane six times daily cures in six days. Pain 
from-swelling of gums in teething children eased with a four per 
‘cent. solution applied to guats and usual attendant diarrhea 
checked. 

-Osstetrics: Vomiting of checked by a soltition of 
thirty grains to one ounce of water, teaspoonful every half hour, 
it gave relief when used ina three per cent. solution, also in 
doses of half grain. During /ador where dilatation of os uteri 
was slow and painful, painting cervix with solutions of from four 
to twelve per cent gave great relief from pain. J/naflamed and 
fissured nipples are:cyred-and: nursing made painless with a one 
per cent ‘solution fiequéntly for two days. 
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GYNECOLOGY:—A _ strong solution saturating absorbent cot- 
ton packed in vagina, will anesthetize surfaces for vopera- 
tions. Lacerated cervix also recto-vaginal fistula are thus painless- 


ly repaired. Vaginismus cured and pruritis vulve relieved by 
_ painting parts with a four percent. solution. A two per cent. solu-- 


tion was injected into an irritable bladder, attended with fre-. 
quent and burning micturition, with immediate relief. 

SURGERY :—In avulsion of ingrown toe naila four per cent. 
solution was applied to toe and the nail split up and removed 
without pain. A bullet half inch from surface in the back was 
painlessly cut out by previously bathing the parts with a four 
per cent. solution. Five drops of a four per cent. solution were 
injected into the skin over a small subcutaneous tumor which 


‘was then removed without pain. Circumcision painlessly per- 


formed, and hemorrhoids and nasal polypi removed with the use 
of a four per cent solution. ‘The catheter is painlessly intro- 
duced by first injecting a few drops of a weak solution into the 


urethra. In cancer of the throat and epiglottic ulceration a four 
cent. ‘solution was used with great relief. For removing— 


morbid growths from larynx, and to lessen the sensibility of 


laryngeal mucous membrane for operations, a solution of ten 


grains to one drachm of water or the cocaine in powder is ap- 
plied. A solution will control the pain from superficial burns. 


and has been used with success in epistaxis. 


VENEREAL:— An injection of a two per cent. solution 
painful, smarting micturition of gonorrhea; condylomata are re- 
moved without pain, and painful syphilitic ulceration mitigated 


by a four per cent. solution. This same strength solution renders 
opening of buboes painless. 


GENERAL PRACTICE :—Veuralgia of head and face cured 
by bathing painful | parts w ith a strong solution also by 
injecting a grain of salicylate of cocaine into painful re- 
gion. Jnsomnia, cured by hynodermic injection of one-eighth 
grain of muriate cocaine at bed time, also by injection of a three: 
per cent. solution, and in another case by internal administration. 
of cocaine in powder. Sea-sickness is prevented with a few doses. 
of a five per cent. solution. Hay fever and asthma relieved - 


by application of a two per cent, to the. nasal mu- 
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cous membrane; asthma is also relieved by the internal adminis- 
tration of a solution of one grain to four ounces of water. Chronic 
Alcoholism and morphinism cured by injections of one fourth 
grain. It should not be forgotten that cases of cocainism have 


been reported. From the above it will be seen that this drug, _ 


although it has been prominently before the profession but little” 


more than a year, has a wide field of usefulness. It is probable - 


that cocaine has been and will be vaunted much beyond its real 


worth, and it will be some time yet before crucial experience — 


awards it the proper place 1 in the materia medica. 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL PROGRESS.* 


By J. L. Berry, M. D., SAN Jose, CAL. 


_ We are in an age of progress—every month some new fact is 
given to the world that is truly wonderful—and when we pause 


to contemplate what science has accomplished within the last 


few years we will be prepared to believe that almost anything 
can be accomplished by human exertion. The world of man- 
kind is on the march, and all obstacles are yielding one by one 
as this wonderful front is presented. Everything must stand 


the test of scientific investigation—not even the Bible can es- 


cape investigation in the light of modern science. Nothing i is 


too sacred to be spared and should not be—anything that 


cannot stand the test of scientific truth should fall as it most 
certainly will. 
determine what, if anything, is hindering from keeping pace 
_ with this grand army of investigators, and if errors are discov- 
ered they should be eliminated or abandoned and press forward 
to the goal of Truth. I am pleased to have been permitted to 
live in the latter part of the nineteenth century—an age of pro- 
gress—for in this period we see the dawning of a better day for 
mankind—the sunlight of truth is beaming upon us and we can 
see that in the near future that man will hold fellowship with 
man, and be credited for what he may be worth. There is 
more tolerance: in religion and, medicine before—all 


* Read before the. Califoraia Eclectic Medical Society, ecember 8, 1885. 


It is the duty of everyone to cast about him and 
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the great minds of the earth are reasoning together and coming 
closer and closer, and all stimulated with one desire, viz: to 


find the truth andexterminate error. Surely the millennium in 


medicine and surgery is near.at hand, the leading minds of the 
medical world are striking hands and pathy is lost in the great 


desire and love for the truth. 


The duty of the profession is to conserve human life and re- 
lieve the suffering, and it makes no difference what pathy affords 


thé best means to the end desired—the ¢vu¢h should be adopted, 
and will be hailed with an exclamation of welcome by all truly, 


progressive medical men and women. We should realize that 
we can no more progress in medical and surgical truth, as long 
as we are bound by fetters that hold us down to our pathy, 


than we can in the great truth of the living God revealed in His 
Holy Word, while held in darkness by human creeds and confes- 
- sions of faith which are inconsistent with His truth and which 


has been keeping the religious world in darkness till the latter 
part of the present century. But the star of hope is rising and 
leading the young men and women in the direction of truth, 


and they will not be bound in chains and forced to follow the 


footprints of narrow-minded bigots in the ‘‘reguiar” profession, 
but will think and act for themselves and from progressive and — 


scientific standpoints. 


Orthodoxy, as commonly dcce pbed: is in medicine the same in 


principle as in religion—a fraud, a snare and a delusion, and 


anyone who is governed by it will not progress. 
The investigators in medicine have, from year to year, intro-— 


ae duced numerous remedies for the relief of the sick which, to a 


great extent, hasrevolutionized the practice of medicine, and the 
old school has been forced to accept them, but with great re- 
luctance. I will not attempt in this paper to enumerate the 
many great and useful remedies; but will now offer a few 
thoughts indicative of the progress of surgery. I do not. pro- 
pose to go into detail as time would not allow, but will simply 
direct the minds of the Society that they may study in detail the 
surgical successes of recent date. 


Prot. ‘Howe; ‘of dnd’ Dr; both 


contributed pabers-of on the Progiéss of suingery, which are 
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— 


worthy the careful perusal of everyone interested in surgical mat- 
ters. Both are able men, and anything they may present to the | 


profession is entitled to careful consideration. 
First, we will call attention to the fact, that the. thyroid 
gland has been extirpated and followed by reasonable success, 
the morbid conditions that may follow the operation should not 
deter the operator from doing his duty, if circumstances demand 
that the gland be removed, somnolency, muscular and nervous 


/ troubles, which sometimes follow, should be met with suitable 


remedies. 
Operations for the cure of insanity and. epilepsy are becoming 


quite successful by removing irritating bone or foreign bodies — 


which press upon the brain, and even tumors of the brain can 
be removed successfully. The operator should be thorough and 
remove if possible everything that produces undue pressure upon 
the brain,or his operation will be attended with only partial.suc- 


cess. Surgery of the brain is in its infancy and we may reason- 
ably expect that much will be accomplished within the next few — 


years. You all remember the recent successful operation of 
Drs. Bennett & Godlee in the removal of a tumor from the brain 
the size of a walnut, the patient died after three 
septicemea, due to improper drainage. 


Thoracic surgery has not remained stationary, purulent accu- | 


mulations in the lung tissue have and should be removed. by 


| deep i incisions, many times, in preference to removal by the as-. 
pirator, because it is difficult to procure perfect drainage should 


you desire it after using the aspirator. _ 
Operations for removal of gall-stones by ‘akin an incision 

into the gall-bladder, and when there is obstruction of the 

duct, the formation of a fistulous communication between. the 


gall-bladder and the intestine, has been attended with, , perfect 


SUCCESS. 


Laparotomy is now enaneiaia the attention of surgeons of 
both Europe and America. _ In cases of acute obstructions of 
the bowels from various causes, such as bands of lymph, di- 
verticula, internal hernia, or the twisting of the intestine, or the 
slipping of a portion into some opening, when the ordinary 
treatment fails, laparotomy should be employed, the abdomen 


2% 
a 
id 
Pa 
as 
AR 
> 
j 
‘ + ; 
a 
‘ 
> 
4 
7) 
y 
‘ A 
» 4 * 
AE: 
4 
f i 


3 = — 
+ 


- 
_* 


a 
° ; 
| 
Ay 
4 
iy 
jst 
| 4} 4 
i 
af % 
the 
| 
T 
| 
\ 
é 
x iy! 
Me 
| 
4 
t 
|? 
4 
| 
‘ 
he 
i 
4 
* 
> 
§ ‘ 
2 
‘ 
‘ 


6 CALIFORNIA MEDICAL JouRNAL. 


should be fteely opened and the cause of trouble searched for 


and removed. The operation should not be too long delayed, : 


_ or It may be too late for success. 
‘ Numerous cases of hernia may be successfully treated by the ; 
injection of a strong infusion of oak bark as deep as the inter- 
nal ring and into the envelops of the spermatic cord. _ 


Ligature of the larger arteries is now almost abandoned 


after amputations, and twisting used instead, there being less 
danger of secondary hemorrhage by the latter method. 


In the operation of castration the surgeon should never ligate 


as he is liable to catch some filament of nerve in the. ligature 


and thereby increase the danger of tetanus; the same may be 


said of ligation in some other localities. In wounds of the 


bowels produced by a bullet or knife, the patient’s life may 


- many times be saved by laying the abdomen open and  resecting 
the injured portion of the bowels uniting the ends and drop- — 


ping the intestine into the abdomen and closing the abdominal 


‘incision. The operations of laparotomy for the cure of per- 
‘itonitis is now justifiable, the operation for this purpose having | 


been performed several times successfully. When there is sep-_ 
tic lymph or serum in the peritoneal cavity sufficient to endan- 
ger life the abdomen should be opened and the cavity cleaned. 
Prof. Howe has recently performed this operatiori with success. — 


And many would do honor to themselves by imitating his exam- 


ple. | 
Ovariotomy has now become one of the ordinary operations 


and is attended with but little danger when--properly performed. 


In opetations for the removal of tumors of the tongue or ex- 
cision of the inferior or superior maxillary bones or other long — 
and tedious operations in this section, when there is liable to be | 
much hemorrhage, the operator may be facilitated and with 
much less danger to the patient by first performing tracheotomy 
and plugging the trachea above the opening with a sponge to 
prevent the blood from passing down the trachea. — 

Popliteal aneurism and other aneurisms as favorably situated _ 
may be, many times successfully treated by the manual method — 
which consists in producing continued pressure with the thumbs 
upon the artery above the aneurism. In popliteal aneurism 
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> pressure u upon the frieaeh artery at the groin for about fifty. 
hours will allow a clot to be formed in the artery and the aneu- 
rismal sac, and while this clot is forming the collateral branches 
will be forced to carry on the circulation, a duty which they 
will soon perform when it is required of them. , This method i 
obviates the danger of the limb. perishing for want of sufficient 
blood supply. The operation is very painful, and the patient 
should be kept under the influence of morphine during the op- 
_ eration. It will require a number of persons in this procedure, — 
as it is very tiresome for one person to make pressure longer 
than twenty or thirty minutes at one time. — 
There are many other operations of interest belotigitg toa 
paper of this character, but have already taken too much of 
your valuable time and will close by saying, that there is no 
portion of the human anatomy sacred from the surgeon’s knife; 
but lest you should think I advocate too much freedom with the - 
knife, will say that I am in favor of saving the human body as. 
near perfect as possible, but if duty demands I am no coward, — 
' and scores of citizens of San Jose and Santa Clara county will 
bear me witness, and the same will testify to my refusal to am- 
putate when others had said there was.no alternative. There 
is a young man that I meet almost daily on the streets of San 
Jose, perfect in body and limb, that narrowly escaped a former _ 
professor in a medical college of this city. That surgeon insist-. 
ed that the young man must have one leg amputated, anda portion 
of the foot of the other; but conservative surgery said no, as I 
viewed it, and in two months from his injury he walked upon ~ 
the street without limping. " Another. young man also walks me. 
streets of that city with a sad heart, who lost a leg by the in- 
competency or cowardice of his attending surgeon. A little | 
use of the knife would have enabled the young man to save his — 
limb, but it was not done, and-after it was too late I was called 
and amputated the limb; but our ‘‘regular’’ brother paid for the 
loss of the young man’s leg by paying a large sum of money to 
. his ex-patient in settlement of a suit for malpractice. 
Let me say, therefore, spare the knife as long as you can; but 
when duty calls you let there be no cowards in our profession. 
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MEDICAL PRACTITIONER'S. REGISTRATION IN 


THE COLONY OF NEW SOUTH WALES, 


Binnie WiLson, A. M., M. D., Syoney, New SouTH WALES. 


As it is most probable that many eclectics would like to 
know the requirements for registration in this British colony, 


- also, to know what form has to be gone through to obtain the 
- saine, I give you i extenso, a verbatim copy of -the Medical 


Practitioner's Registration Act, which reads thus: 


Ig Victoria, No. 17. An Act to provide for the Registration | 
of Legally Qualified Medical Practitioners [12 Oct: 1885.] 


Preamble. 2 Vic., No. 22 and 9 Vic. No. 12. 
_ WHEREAS, it is expedient to amend the law relating to the 


qualification of Medical Witnesses on Coroners Inquests and 


other Inquiries, 


therefore enacted by His the of 1 New 


South Wales, with the advice and consent " the Legisla- 
tive Council thereof, as follows: 


Medical Practitioners properly qu alified shall be deem- 
ed legally qualified Medical Practitioners. 1. Any person who 
_ shall prove to the satisfaction of the New South Wales’ Medi- 
_ cal Board, or a quorum thereof, that he has passed through a 
_ regular course of medical study of not less than three years’ 
duration in a School of Medicine, and that he has received, 
after due examination from the University of Sydney, or from 
some University, College or other body duly recognized for that — 
purpose in the country to which such University, College or 


other body may belong, a diploma, degree or license, entitling 
him to practice medicine in that country, shall be deemed to be 


_a legally qualified Medical Practitioner within the meaning of 


the Acts passed in the 2d and gth years of the reign of Her 
present Majesty and numbered respectively 22 and 12, and 
~ be entitled to a certificate as such from the said Board. 

What shall be deemed a gnorum of the Medical Board? A 
pais of the Board under the recited Act shall, for the future, 
consist of not less than three members thereof, and in case of the 
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absence of the President of the said Board it shall be competent 


for any other member to preside for the time being. 37. Persons for- 


ging or obtaining a certificate under false representations liable to im- 
prisonment with or without hard labor. It shall be lawful for the 


said Board (or a quorum thereof) to examine any person who 
may present himself for examination, or any witness who may 


be produced before them and to take a solemn declaration from 
such person or witness, and if any person shall, wilfully, know- 
ingly and corruptly make any false statement upon such exam- 
ination, or in such declaration, or. shall utter or attempt to utter 


or put off as true, before the said Board (or a quorum thereof), 
any false, forged or counterfeit diploma, degree, license, certifi- 
cate or other document or writing, such person shall be guilty 
of a. misdemeanor, and being thereof duly convicted shall be 


hable to imprisonment with or without hard labor fora Teriod 
not exceeding three years. 4. Persons forging or obtaining a 
certificate nnder false representations guilty of a misdemeanor. If 
any person fraudulently or by false representations obtain any 


certificate as a duly qualified Medical Practitioner, under the - 


provisions of this Act, or the said recited Acts, or shall forge, 
alter or counterfeit any such certificate, or shall utter or use any 
— such forged certificate, knowing the same respectively to have 


been forged, or shall falsely advertise, or publish himself as hav-| 
ing obtained such certificate, every person guilty of any oreith- | 


er of the said offenses shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and being thereof duly convicted shall be liable to imprison- 
ment with or without hard labor for any period not exceeding 
three years. 5. TZhis Act to be construed with Acts 2, Vic. No. 
22 and 9, Vic. No.12. ‘This Act shall so far as is consistent 


with the contents and subject matter thereof, be taken as. part 


of and construed with the said recited Acts. 6. Title of Act. 
This Act may be cited as ‘‘T he Medical Practitioner’s Act of 
1855.” 


The Registrar of the New South Wales’ “Medical Board » 


fe Dr. Harrison, Phillip street, Sydney, and to him an applicant 
applies for the. usual paper which has to be filled up, then taken 


and sworn to before an administrator of oaths, who will sign 
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MEDICAL PRACTITIONER'S REGISTRATION IN 
_ THE COLONY OF NEW SOUTH WALES, 
AUSTRALIA. 


P. BirNieE WILSON, A. M., M. D., Svensv. New Soutw Wates. 


As it is most probable that many eihiitins would like to 
know the requirements for registration in this British colony, 
also, to know what form has to be gone through to obtain the 
saine, I give you a extenso, a verbatim copy of the Medical 
Practitioner’s Registration Act, which reads thus: 


19 Victoria, No. 17. An Act to provide for the Registration 


of Legally Qualified Medical Practitioners [12 Oct: 1885.] 


Preamble. 2 Vic., No. 22 and 9 Vic. No. 12. — 
i WHEREAS, it is expedient to amend the law relating to the 
qualification of Medical Witnesses on Coroners Inquests and 


other Inquiries, | 
Be it therefore énacted by His Excellency, the Gor ernor of New 


South Wales, with the advice and consent of the Legisla- 
“ive Council thereof, as follows: 


Foreig on Medical Practitioners properly qualified shall be deem- 
ed legally qualified Medical Practitioners. 1. Any person who 
shall prove to the satisfaction of the New South Wales’ Medi- | 


cal Board, or a quorum thereof, that he has passed through a 


regular course of medical study of not less than three years’ 
duration in a School of Medicine, and that he has received, 
after due examination from the University of Sydney, or from 
some University, College or other body duly recognized for that 
purpose in the country to which such University, College or 
other body may belong, a diploma, degree or license, entitling 
him to practice medicine in that country, shall be deemed to be 
a legally qualified Medical Practitioner within the meaning of 
the Acts passed in the 2d and oth years of the reign of Her 
present Majesty and numbered respectively 22 and 12, and 
shall be entitled to a certificate as such from the said Board. _ 
2. What shall be deemed a qnorum of the Medical Board? A 

quorum of the Board under the recited Act shall, for the future, 
consist of notless than three members thereof, and in case of the 
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absence of the President of the said Board it shall be competent 
_ forany other member to preside forthe time being. 3. Persons for- 
ging or obtaining a certificate under false representations liable to im- 
prisonment with or without hardlabor. 1t shall be lawful for the 
said Board (or a quorum thereof) to examine any person who 
may present himself for examination, or any witness who may 
_ be produced before them and to take a solemn declaration from 
such person or witness, and if any person shall, wilfully, know- 
ingly and corruptly make any false statement upon such exam- 
ination, or in such declaration, or shall utter or attempt to utter 
or put off as true, before the said Board (or a quorum thereof), 


any false, forged or counterfeit diploma, degree, license, certifi- 


cate or other document or writing, such person shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and being thereof duly convicted shall be 
liable to imprisonment with or without hard labor for a reriod 


not exceeding three years. 4g. Persons forging or obtaining a 


certificate under false representations guilty of a misdemeanor. Vf 
any person fraudulently or by false representations obtain any 


certificate asa duly qualified Medical Practitioner, under the - 
provisions of this Act, or the said recited Acts, or shall forge, 
alter or counterfeit any such certificate, or shall utter or use any 


such forged certificate, knowing the same respectively to have 
been forged, or shall falsely advertise, or publish himself as hav- 
ing obtained such certificate, every person guilty of any or eith- 
er of the said offenses shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and being thereof duly convicted shall be liable to imprison- 
ment with or without hard labor for any period not exceeding 
three years. 5. Zits Act to be construed with Acts 2, Vic. No. 
22 and 9, Vic. No.12. ‘This Act shall so far as is consistent 


with the contents and subject matter thereof, be taken as part 


of and construed with the said recited Acts. 6. Title of Act. 
This Act may be cited as ‘‘The Medical Practitioner’s Act of 
1855.” 
- The Registrar of the New South Wales’ Medical Board 
is Dr. Harrison, Phillip street, Sydney, and to him an applicant 
applies for the usual paper which has to be filled up, then taken 
and sworn to before an administrator of oaths, who will sign 
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it. The questions ohiik are required to have answers attached 
are as follows: | 


1. What is your name, age, and where born? 2. Are 
you the person named in the documents you have pre- 
sented to this Board? 3. In what School or Schools of Medi- 
cine or Surgery have you studied? 4. What course of study 
did you undergo to obtain these documents—(Diploma, Degree, 
or License?) 5. For what period did you study? 6. On 
what subjects were you examined? 7. Has the University, 


College, or Licensing body where you obtained the documents 
the power to grant Diplomas, authorizing the recipient to prac- 
tice medicine or surgery in the country where it is situated? 8. 
Does this Diploma, Degree or License you have now presented 
authorize you to practice medicine or surgery in 1 the country 
where obtained it? 


New SouTH WALES, 
City oF SYDNEY, to wit: 


in ‘the Colony of ie South Wales, do hereby solemnly de- 
clare, that inthe year... I duly obtained my 
cense practice medicine 
and that.each and every one of my answers, as above, are true. 
I make this declaration in conformity with the Acts of Council 
in such case made and provided. Taken and declared before 

me, the the latter space the 


Administrator of Oaths signs his name. a 


The applicant’s Diploma, or License, together with the above 
paper filled up,is given to the Registrar, who lays them before the 
Board, who also require the applicant to appear personally before 
them. Each member of the Board may ask several (medical) ques- 
tions of applicant. Sometimes an application is shelved for a 
month for the purpose of the Board enquiring into the status of the 
applicant’s ‘‘Alma Mater,” or about himself. I was thus de- 
layed. No fee is charged for registration in this Colony. The 
Board meets an the 2d Wednesday of each month in Phil- 
lip street, Sydney, where applicant must appear personally. 
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THE COUNTRY Doctor. 


‘The successful receive a blue paper bearing the im pressed stamp 
of the Board, which reads as follows: 


No. _ Certificate, New South Wales’ Medical Board. We, the 


undersigned, the President and members of the New SonthWales 


Medical Board, appointed under the Act 2d and Victoria cap. 22, 
entitled, ‘‘ 4x Act to define the qualifications of Medical Witnesses at 
Coroner’s Inquests and Inquiries held before Jnstices of the Peace 
in the Colony of New South Wales,” do certify that we have ex- 
amined the Testimonials of Qualification of 
we hereby declare the said __ entitled to 


be considered a Legally Qualified Medical Practitioner under 
the provisions of the above named Act. [Here follows the 


President’s signature and also the other members of the Board.] _ 


THE COUNTRY DOCTOR. 


By LYMAN WATKINS. 


The country doctor holds a very respectable position in the 


social scale of rural communities. Although remote from the 


*‘centres’”’ he does not become ‘rusty;’ because medical liter- 


ature, containing all that is new, is cheap and abundant. Con- 
sequently as little opposition to innovations will be found in the 
country as elsewhere, sometimes less, for we, often find great re- © 


luctance to abandon old methods for better new ones, in :hose 
who hold prominent positions ir the medical profession. The 
intense rivalry and fear of losing prestige so common to city 
phywicians is mellowed down greatly in the country. Country 
people are slow to change doctors, one death in a family does 
not discourage them, and if the doctor be fairly successful he i 1s 
retained in the same family for a lifetime; of course his success 
will depend a great deal upon his ability to adapt himself to his 
surroundings and become one of the people amongst whom he 
practices. His life is spent in rural surroundings and his time 
consumed in making solitary drives by the ‘‘still waters” and 
through ‘‘green pastures” he becomes of a calm and reflective 
mind and more or less of a philosopher. We do not find these 
extremes of penury and affluence existing between physicians 


ue 
q 
f 
% 
ee 
4 
i} 
4 
€ 
| 
P 
i} 
wok 
4 
| 4 
| 
| 
| 
a 
1 
t 
‘ * 
all 
7 
int 
| 
3 
if 
N 
h 
| 
| 
| 
a ify! 
{ 
i Nee 
A 
{ 
4 
| 
— 
wii 
ree 
Me. 


— 


2 4 af 
> - ~ 


A 


12 CairorNniA MEpDICAL JOURNAL. 


a 


in the country that we find in the cities, but doubtless the over- — 


worked and underpaid doctor is common to both. The prac- 
tice of the country doctor is eminently general; he is physician, 
surgeon, obstetrician, gynzcologist, opthalmologist, etc., to which 
is often added the duties of pharmacist, and, in critical cases, 
also that of nurse; he is therefore a generalist not a specialist. 
Notwithstanding he is thus required to spread his talents over a 
very wide field his success in practice 1s equal to that of those 
whose work lies in a smaller sphere. That there are disagree- 
able features connected with the practice of medicine in the 
country cannot be denied, but if there was an occupation with- 
out drawbacks its ranks would soon be more than filled. The 
calm and peaceful life of the country doctor is, fortunately, not 
suited to all temperaments; hence, we have city physicians in 
plenty, men whose natures perfectly respond to metropolitan 


animation, men who delight in being in the midst of the busy 


world’s ignoble strife. We must have individuals suited to 


every station in life, then let not the more fashionably dressed 
and sweeter-smelling city practitioner be ashamed of his rustic, 
‘country brother, for each is equally great in his circuit of action, 


and together they share the honor of having made brilliant dis- 


-coveries for the benefit of mankind. The country physician 


possesses no advantages over the city physician and we believe 


that they are nearer together than appears at first sight. Breth- 
“ren, let ud dwell together i in unity. “he | 


MANACA IN MUSCULAR RHEUMATISM. 


By Georce T. BIssELL, M. D. 


[ Prepared for the California Eclectic Medical Society ot 188s. ] 

Inasmuch as I can not be with you, I have determined to 
contribute a short dissertation on the Use of Manaca in Muscu- 
lar Rheumatism. My experience with this drug has been solely. 
in the form of fluid extract, and is mostly a personal testing, 
confirmed by observation of its effects on others. 

Given, a case of rheumatism with soft skin and abscence of 
feverish symptoms, affecting more especially the muscles, inclu- 
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ding their tetidons, perhaps occasionally affecting the joints ; 
the pain being dull and heavy, but continuous, and 
Manaca 3] to }ss_ 
Water jv 
~Teaspoonful 3 timesa day will Svs quicker relief than any 
remedy that I know of. | 


I can find no positive symptom of its action save that the | 


pain gradually fades out, and that the parts affected gradually 
assume their natural suppleness and strength. 
There is no tonic feeling as there is with macrotys. Neither 


can I see that it acts on the digestion or any part of the system 


save that affected by pain. It is true that I have iaken, it only 
in the dose indicated. It is the first medicine that ever gave 
me relief, and I highly value it. The indication which guides 
me to its use is simply where I find none special for anything 


else. Or, to give positive statement, where the pain is continuous. 


Iam 59 years old; have been afflicted with muscular rheuma- 


tism ever since my fourth year, within my own distinct mem- 


ory. My life has been one of great muscular exertion; but I 
— find the remedy to have the identical effect on those who have 
led lives of comparative idleness. | e 

In closing, I want to say, that'in my opinion no remedy has 
been found for the condition of the system that produces . the 


phenomenon called Rheumatism. What is that condition, or | 


those conditions ? Can anyone tell? Mine was an inheritance, 
as the condition which results in cancer or phthisis 1s an inheritance. 
_As physicians, of course, we relieve, but do we ever cure? 
How far have we penetrated within the temple of knowledge? 
Or, rather how little distance have we traversed ? We ought, 
sometimes, to try to get our bearings 


GALVANO- CAUTERY IN AMPUTATIONS WITH TWO OP- 
ERATIONS. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE GERMAN BY H. B. MEHRMANN, M. D. 


I am of the opinion that, although yalvano-cautery has 
been used with tolerable success in amputations, it will never 
be tothe advantage of the surgeon to resort to it. There are 


4 
‘ 
é 
1 
nf 
‘in 
Mit 
a! 
| ; 
4 
hy 
| 
¥ og 
| 
Me « 
We 
4. 
| 
Re 
| 
4 
| 
i 
; 
¥ 
| 
| 4 
— 
| 
4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
— 
4 
° 
b lk 


CALIFORNIA MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


no reasons why it should not be used in minor operations, such 
as removing warty growths, etc., but in my mind a surgeon 
must be far behind modern times to resort to it in amputations. 
One serious objection is that it necessitates very slow operating, 
as shown in the following operations ; another is, that it must 
often be discarded before the operation is completed and the 
knife brought into requisition. Really, the orly advantage 


gained by its use is, the absence of blood to obscure the vision, 
and in some cases saving the time of applying ligatures to the 
arteries. 


Owing to want of time and the space in your valuable Jour- 
NAL, I will give you only two operations by Dr. Bruns, First As- 
ant Clinical Surgeon in Tubingen. You will notice the un- 
necessary waste of time in both cases: oe 

Case I. Supramalleolar amputation by galvano- -cautery, 
owing to caries of the foot. The patient, a lady thirty-five 


years of age, anzmic and greatly debilitated. M'ddledorf’s 


battery being armed with a platinum snare, which was placed 


around the leg three fingers’ breadth above the malleoli. After 
cutting through the skin it was quickly drawn upwards, at the 


same time the snare, being gradually lessened in size, was drawn 


upwards also, in order to form the flap. The cutting of the 
soft tissues down to the bone was not attended with hemorrhage. 


The periosteum was then separated from the bones by means of 
the platinum to the extent of about 4-5 cm. Sawing the bones 
about three fingers’ breadth above the level of the incision 
through the skin, by drawing the snare snug to the bones and 


rotating it, thus severing the bones and leaving at the same time 


a uniform scab over the cut surfaces, one min. in thickness. © 
Upon momentarily lessening the compression, hemorrhage took 
place from the art. tibialis post, which was arrested by cauteriza- 
tion of the end of the artery. No ligature, whatever, being 
used, the operation occupying forty-eight minutes. After the 
operation no secondary hemorrhage took place, but little pain 
and but slight febrile reaction except from the 15th and 18th day, 
which was caused by osteomyelitis. On the twelfth day the 
scabs which had been caused by the cautery had all peeled off. 
After eight weeks there was still a small wound, rapidly healing, 
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however, and the strength and building up forces of the patient 
greatly improved. 

CasrE II. Amputation of the leg for the same reasons as in 
above case. Caries of the foot.. The patient was a female, 
seventy-two years of age, very anemic and debilitated. Owing 
to the age of the patient and the improved condition of the 

_ system, the greatest care had to be exercised in the operation. 
“Therefor the galvano-cautery was only carried through the integ- 
ument and soft parts and then removed, occupying fifteen min- 
utes; no loss of blood. The operation was then completed — 
with the knife, bones cut with the saw, and the arteries ligated, 
after which the surfaces were cauterized. Operation unfavor- 
able; patient died on the eleventh day after the operation. 


HYDRASTIS IN THE TREATMENT OF GRANULATED 1 EYE- 


: By F. P. MITCHELL, M. D. REDDING, CAL. 


Miss W—— called at my office December 3d. ° Said she had } 
been afflicted with sore eyes—granulated lids—for some time, 
and that she had been treated by Dr. M——, allopath, for 
three months and had received no benefit, in fact, became worse. 

And that her friends had advised her to try the new doctor. 
I concluded that Dr. M—— had about exhausted the cut-and- 
dried routine of treatment, and that in order to succeed I would 
have toresort to something out of the usual line. 
Knowing the beneficial influence of hydrastis on the mucous 
membrane, as an astringent, I concluded to give it a trial. I 
used the specific tincture, full strength; one drop applied morn- 
ing and evening with an ordinary dropper. On the evening of 
the second day the inflammation was considerably reduced and 
a general improvement was noticeable. In fact, she stated (to 
use her own words), ‘‘1 believe, Doctor, they are about well.” _ 

I then gave her the necessaay instructions to continue the 
treatment at home. That was the last I saw of my patient (like- 
wise my fee). But, meeting a friend of hers on December roth, 
I inquired after my patient, and was somewhat surprised to learn 
that she was entirely well, and that she had gone to work (dress- 
making). 
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~The above treatment may not be new to some; however, I 
do not temember having seen any reports of the use > of hydrastis 


fi in the above disease. 

| i CHRONIC ENLARGEMENT OF Tonsits.—In answer to Dr. 
m= Gaff’s inquiry in regard to hypodermic injections in the above 
| named condition: Dr. Beresford, in the October number of the 


Medical Advocate, says: ‘‘ By the use of astrong solution of 

tannic acid injected two or three times a week, with the daily 
use of a gargle of the same the knife need never be resorted to.” 

- T have used the above treatment in the case of a young man, 
aet. about twenty years, with good success. I made an appli- 
cation of muriate gocaine before inserting the needle, and used 
the injection every three days. 
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EDITORIAL. 


‘The American Eagle Rebuked. ——Much _ has been said 
in praise of the free institutions of America, for which our fore- 
fathers fought, bled and died, and it would be humiliating to 
admit that monarchical governments afford more liberality of 
spirit in any direction than exists in this country. The Interna- 
tional Medical Congress muddle, however, has served to show 
that the medical profession of Europe affords more humanitari- 


anism and rationality in its position toward medical men than 


are held by the dominant school in this country. 

It is amusing and at the same time disgusting to contemplate 
the position taken by some physicians with respect to the Code. 
_A physician who walks in its traces, if he locate the liver above 
the diaphragm, and ‘only knows of quinine, calomel and mor- 
phine, is considered eligible to be taken to the fostering bosom 
of the American Medical Association, but if he have a soul of 
his own and dare assert it he is put down among the things to 
_ be abhorred and crushed no matter what his quatifications may 
be. What a commentary onan American institution and what 
a commentary on the liberality, intelligence, enlightenment, 
progressiveness and Americanism of American physicians. 

Virchow, the peer of the best medical scientists and physi- 
cians, a ripe scholar and eminent and venerated teacher, but a 
native and citizen of an Empire where arbitrary rule is expected 
to prevail and tincture even a medical vrofession with its biases 
has offered to these men a rebuke, which ought to penetrate the 
hide of the most calloused of American old codists, consider- 
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ing all the surroundings. In an address, recently delivered be- 
fore the Berlin Medical Society, at an anniversary meeting, he 
referred to the nonsensical position taken by the American 
Medical Association in terms far from complimentary. ‘“The- 
American Medical Association,” he says, ‘‘usurps the control of 
the next session of the Congress, and creates. such confusion 
that I am informed both verbally and by letter no one is at 
present able to see his way out of the difficulty. Now, how 
did this dilemma originate? In the fact that the American 
Medical Association has set up a Code of Ethics, so-called, and 
that with this Code of professional ethics the admission to the 
Association is so broadly extended that entrance is free to all 
- manner of dubious individuals. Hence, it has resulted that, in- 
stead of eminence, mediocrity has come to the front, and that 
this Association, zhere the Code 1s concerned, concerns atself more 
with forms than with principles.” [Italics ours—Ed.] 
Had the eminent speaker said in addition that this Code was 
a gigantic conspiracy to crush freedom of thought among medi- 


cal men inthis country he would have added another truism to a 
-number uttered. 


The fact is, foreign physicians are desirous of meeting, not 
hide-bound old codists alone, who are invariably dolts, thera- 
peutically speaking, but they had hoped to meet educated phy-— 
sicians of all schools, that they might develop all that the oppor- 
tunity might afford in the healing art. As an earnest of this, we 


offer the following letter, from Professor Edward Hansen-Grut,. 
President of the Congress: ) 


‘Tam sorry you have so much bother about the Congress. 
The spirit that is at the bottom of the dispute is to me proof of 
such exclusiveness as I should not have expected to find in your 
country. The controversy about Codes was never thought of, 
as we have nothing resembling your Code of Ethics. The in- 
vitation was decidedly given to the whole medical profession; 
none of us thought of or even mentioned the American Medi- 
cal Association. ‘The only qualification required was that the 
member be a legally-acknowledged medical practitioner in his. 
country. Our Homceopaths, who were legally-acknowledged 
practitioners, were actually members, and undisputed members, 
of our Congress.” 


This letter was written to Dr.’ Davis, we believe; at Jeast, to 
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some one of the leading spirits in the International prospect on 
this side, and shows how the efforts for exclusion are appreci- 
ated by those high in medical authority in autocratic Europe. 
Let the American Eagle scream and flap its wings, but soar 
it ever so proudly, its feathers are besoiled and bedraggled by 
the pollutions of the great American Medical Ass. But 
it is hoped that in a not distant future the disgraceful occasion 
for such a spectacle now presented to an enlightened world will 


be removed by the abolition of a Code of which Si free. 
country ought to be ashamed. : 


About Some New Remedies.—In the December number 
of Volume 5 we called attention to the cenantha crocata asarem- 
edy for the treatment of epilepsy, the notice being mainly an 
extract from an article in the Mezw York Medical Times by Dr. 
Stiles. 

The case there penwitid-« was that of a boy nine years of age, 
large-headed, light-complexioned, irritable and nervous-looking. 
The child had been subject to ‘‘fits” since his second year. The 
convulsions occurred at night while the patient was asleep, some- 
times two or three in succession. There was frothing at the 
mouth and involuntary urination. Silecia and cenantha crocata 
were employed in alternation, with the result of a com- 
plete cure in about twenty days. In about four months after the 
last seizure the lad was reported as still free from attacks. 

The last number of the Eclectic Medical Journal contains a 
communication from Dr. Waterhouse, who reports two SuCCESS- 
ful cases treated with this remedy, which tends to corroborate 
the testimony of Dr. Stiles and offers encouragement to the 
hope that a successful treatment will yet be brought forward for 
epilepsy. We quote the article entire: 


Readers of the Journal will remember an article in the Feb- 
ruary number, taken from the Vew York Medical Times, on 
cenanthe crocata or water hemlock as a. remedy for epileptic 
conditions. This is a therapeutic agent not in general use, be- 
ing used by a few of our homceopathic brethren. I have never 
seen it spoken of in any publication of our school, except as 
above stated. Have observed its action in but two cases, and 
was so pleasantly disappointed that I deem it proper to give 
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this item to the Journal readers, trusting that others will give it 
a trial. 

The successful treatment of epilepsy to the average physician 
is about as difficult to solve as Prof. Howe’s question with re- 
gard to old father Adam’s umbilical cord, and any remedy that 
will cure even a small per cent. of such cases will be a valuable 
addition to our materia medica, and should be well studied. 

Miss Carrie S., a very intelligent young lady of twenty years, 
had suffered from epileptic fits since she was twelve years old, 

often having as many as four to six per month. 

In August, 1884, I sent her about three ounces of home- 
pathic globules number 30, which had been moistened with the 
tincture 2x., advising her to take five or six of the pellets four 
times a day. It has now been nearly fifteen months since she 
began the use of this remedy, and in that length of time has 
had no return of the trouble. She still ‘‘sticks to her little 
pills.”’ 
_ Another patient was turned over to me in Se},tember, 1884, 
by my friend Dr. O. A. Palmer, who had been under treatment 
by him for epilepsy with this remedy. The patient was a young 
-man about twenty-one years of age; his trouble was not as se- 
_ vere as in the case described. He had used cenanthe crocata 
for eighteen months and was entirely free from the trouble, 
since which time he has left town and I have not heard any 
more of him. 


We trust some of our readers will give it a trial, observing its 
action closely and report through the columns of the JOURNAL. 

Another agent which is attracting attention is the syzygium, 
an East Indian plant, which is putting in claims for recognition 
as a remedy for glycosuria. The seeds are used by East Indian 
physicians in the form of a powder, and it is asserted that they 
exert a marked influence in lessening the amount of sugar in 
diabetes mellitus. The agent is also commendable in that it 
produces no unpleasant influence upon the gastro-intestinal 
tract or urinary apparatus. While possessing an affinity for 
these parts it is not of that kind which unpleasantly disturbs 
them. | 

The last number of the American Medical Journal contains a 
reprint from the American Homepathist by. Dr. E. Hale, of 
Chicago, containing some noteworthy points upon this remedy, 
which we here reproduce: 
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Several months ago there appeared in the London Lancet a 
notice of the use of syzygium in the treatment of glycosuria. 
The seeds are the officinal portion. It is an East Indian plant, 
and is used in diabetes by the native physicians, who give the . 
pulverized seeds in 20 or 30-grain doses. Their use gives rise 
to no unpleasant symptoms, gastric, intestinal, or urinal, but 
they have an undoubted power to lessen the sugar in the urine. 

Dr. Hughes, of London, in the Homepathic. World, reports 
one case which improved under drop doses of the 2oth dilution. 

I have lately had an opportunity of observing its effects in 
two cases of glycosuria, and the results are worthy of record. 

Case 1.—Mr. C. Ci C , a very wealthy and intelligent 
gentleman of Chicago, several years ago—four or five—found 

- that he was suffering from glycosuria. He was- at that time 
traveling in Europe, and was treated by the most eminent phy- 

—sicians in London, Paris and Vienna. The amount of sugar 

fluctuated from 12 to 20 per cent., never less than 12. No 
medicine or diet was able to reduce it below that quantity. 
The specific gravity was always high, 1.036. Quantity usually 
Io to 12 pints. He had lived on skimmed milk and gluten 
bread for a year at‘a time. Had taken every known remedy in 
both schools. I put him upon bromide of arsenic, and again 
upon lycopus vir., but with no change. A few weeks ago one of — 
his medical friends showed him the London Zancef, in which 
was a mention of syzygtéum. He immediately telegraphed to 

-New York and London, and after weeks succeeded in procuring 

the seeds. From these he had a decoction made, according to” 
the following formula: 

- ky. Pulverized seeds of syzygium, one ounce; hot water, one 
pint. When sufficiently infused, add glycerine, one ounce, 
which prevents fermentation. Dose: one teaspoonful three or 
four times daily. 

Mr. C. took this preparation ten days, sometimes taking a 
tablespoonful. No pathogenetic symptoms were observed. “As 
to its curative effects, I can but describe them by giving zerzba- 

uma characteristic letter from the patient himself : 
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CHICAGO CLUB, June 10, 1884. 

Dear Dr. HALte: sugar! sp. gravity very high. 1.036, 
but no sugar. That is the most remarkable’ medicine in the 
world, for that purpose. Proclaim, it tothe world! From 12 
to 15 per cent. of sugar, never under skim milk reducing the 
amount below 7 per cent., it has come after fez days’ use of 
syzygium to wo sugar! Only highly concentrated, 7 per cent. 
of urea, but that does not matter. It will take out the sugar. I 
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have kept records for two years, and never before without finding 
large quantities of sugar. 


A daily record and a monthly analysis (I have made for two 


years): Quantity reduced at once from eight to nine pints in 24 


hours to less than four. It will show that result within 40 hours, 
yes, within 30. Yours sincerely, 


The next day Mr. C. started for Europe, promising to report 
on his arrival. I may be able to give his report appended to 
this paper. | | 
— Case II.—Mrs. Clark, aged 70, Sugar was first observed in 
the urine two or three years ago, but probably had been present 
before, as she had been failing in strength and becoming ema- 
ciated before that date. Had been under the care of a physi- 
cian, who gave her acids (phosphoric, nitric), in large doses with © 
some improvement. Before giving syzygium the urine showed 
JO per cent, sugar; Sp. gravity, 1.036; quantity, 4 4 quarts. Pre- 
scribed 5 grs. of a trituration made by mixing equal parts of the 
pulverized seeds and sugar of milk. Analysis after a week’s use 
of the drug showed sugar g per cént.; sp. gravity, 1.042; quan- 
tity, 312 quarts (56 ounces). 

Tis showing was not satisfactory, and the medicine was pre- 
scribed in the form of decoction, prepared as follows: one 
ounce of the pulverized seeds was infused in one pint of hot 


water. ‘To this was added one ounce of glycerine to prevent 


fermentation. Of this she was ordered to take a teaspoonful 
four timesa day. Ina week the urine was found to have a sp. 
gravity of 10.365; sugar, 6.66 per cent.; average daily quanti- 
ty, 64 ounces (4 quarts). 

Although the sugar has notably decreased, the amount of 
urine had not, but had apparently increased. I say apparently, © 
for the patient thought she had drank more water than usual, 


and the water was from the ‘‘Silurian” spring, at Waukesha, 


which is decidedly diuretic. 


She was ordered to take ‘wo teaspoonfuls four times a day of 
the same decoction. In fourteen days the urine was again ex- 
amined, and showed a specific gravity, 1.032; sugar, 5-25 per 
cent.; quantity averaged 4o ounces daily. — 

As ‘the patient was going to her home in Ogdensburg, N. Y., 

I had a fluid extract of syzygium made, five drops of which | is 
equal to one ounce of the decoction. This she takes with her, 
and has prdémised to report in two weeks. Should I get the re- 
port before this is printed it will be added to this paper. 

These two cases, together with the one reported by Dr. 


- Hughes, show conclusively that it has the power of diminishing 


the sugar, the quantity and specific gravity of the urine - of 
glycosuria. 
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SoME New REMEDIES. 


— 


As representative eclectics, our readers should investigate 

these remedies and report as to their merits. Epilepsy and gly- 

cosuria are both difficult diseases to medicate, and great credit 

will accrue to him who treats such affections successfully. The 
cenantha crocata may be obtained of all enterprising 
eclectic druggists. Probably the syzygium will be in the. Ameri- 
can market before long. » 


A Worthy Resolution.—We are all inclined to have an eye 
out for selfish purposes. Very few men are so philanthropic 


that even in doing the most worthy deeds they do.not think of 


reaping some personal benefit either directly or indirectly. 

The benefit the faculty and management of the California 
Medical College expect to derive from its success is the satisfac- 
tion and credit which. attend. Financially the time spent is a 
sacrifice to all engaged in it. We do not write this for the rea- 
son that we feel any discouragement or lack of zeal, but to stim- 
ulate some public sentiment in our favor on the part of eclectic 
physicians in California. We have not had a just and proper 
amount of support from our physicians. Efforts to increase the 
size of our classes and encourage our institution have been luke- 
warm, except in a few honorable instances. Why this is so we 
donot know. No eclectic college in the world has a higher 
standard of requirements or a better standing. All California 
eclectics are indebted to us, directly or indirectly, for legal ex- 


istence as practitioners. Why, then, they should neglect us, 


either by ignoring us or by sending students East, we cannot 
conceive. This has been done in a few instances. 
Those who doubt our ability to instruct intelligently and 


thoroughly should at least do us the justice to visit us and be 
present at our lectures before condemning. We cannot always 


with justice to ourselves support our alma mater. What are_ 


your interests to an Eastern medical college? or how can one of 
these institutions better the instruction you may receive at 
home? Some have said that there Is more credit in possessing 
an Eastern diploma. Are you aware that some of the best prac- 
titioners on this Coast never saw the inside of a medical college 
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east of the Rocky Mountains? And are you aware that some 
of the worst failures are from Eastern colleges—even from Ger- 
many, that country where instruction is so thorough? A man of 
brains ought to know that it 1s not the a/ma mater of a physician 
that makes him, but his own ability. It does not make so much 
difference where a physician graduates; if he have energy, indus- 
try, perseverance and love for his calling at command, he will be 
a success. Without these, he will be a failure, though possessing 
all the diplomas and honors that the entire world can confer. 
A man is quite liable to desire to measure everything in his own 
bushel. Because he attended Jectures in a certain school he is 
inclined to believe that all the knowledge worth possessing may 


_ be obtained there, even though he be below mediocrity himself. 


He should recollect that changes are going on rapidly and con- 
tinually; that, in these times, knowledge is not hemmed in by 
boundaries, .but, that the knowledge of this world is the property 


of _ nidtiuonan people, and that we of Califor nia ‘‘take the pa- 
pers.” 


Now for the “« worthy resolution.” Let every live eclectic 


_ physician in California resolve to send us a student for the next reg- 


ular course of lectures which will begin in November, 1886; or, ifa_ 
student desires to get through in two years he can begin with the 


Summer Course next June, and, by attending two summer 


courses, get in three terms of lectures in two years of time—the | 


shortest time that any physician ought to be educated in. We 


are opposed to the plan which has been adopted by some from 
this country who have gone East and attended two consecutive 
courses of lectures and been ‘‘galvanized” into physicians within 
nine or ten months. This may be a saving of time to the par- 
ties indulging in the little recreation, and it may be money in the 
pockets of the corporations granting the diplomas, but it is no 
credit to Eclecticism nor to California eclectics, who have spent 
a reasonable time in obtaining their degrees, to associate with 
them. Moreover, as the editor is at present a member of the State 
Board of Examiners, he will do his level best to see that such 


sraduates have a hard road to travel before they receive licenses. 
Play fair, gentlemen. 
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A Triumph for the California Medical College.—We 
know our reputation for modesty is well established so we can 


safely do a little ‘‘pointing with honest pride,” etc., without fear 
of being considered bombastic. 


In Australia, Medical Boards are extremely chary of recog- 
izing American diplomas, and the rule is that a physician pre- 
senting one there ‘‘gets left,” to use the ordinary phrase for dis- 
appointment. Our college, we are quite well pleased to state, 
however, is one among the few whose graduates have been rec- 
ognized by an Australian Board. 


Dr. P. Birnie Wilson, a graduate of the class, of. ’84, has re- 
cently passed a successful examination and has registered as an 


- Australian practitioner. _ At the same time a graduate of one of 


the leading regular colleges of this coast was refused registration, 
so it seems American regularity does not contain a great amount 
of starch in an Australian climate. 


We ascribe the success of Dr. Wilson largely to the well- 
known thoroughness of our curriculum and the ability of our 


corps of teachers. We expect to have a reputation for our col- 


lege in time second to that of none in the world. 


MISCELLANEOUS PARAGRAPHS. 


The State Society was well attended and a lively interest was 
manifested by those present, in the proceedings. Evidently the 
Eclectics of California are looking up. 


The editor of this journal has a stationary galvanic battery 
for sale very cheap. Call or communicate. He 1s also agent for 


faradic and galvanic batteries. He will supply them at lowest. 


prices and instruct purchasers in their use, when so desired, 
gratis. 


The article among ‘‘Selections,” in last month’s number, en- 
titled ‘‘Treatment of Organic Stricture by Electrolysis,’ should 
have been credited to the Transactions of the Medical Associ- 
ation of Texas. We have given our printer orders to credit all 
selections to their proper source, but find that we still must exer- 
cise a constant vigilance or this is neglected. 
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OrFicE TH1EF.—A young, rather heavy-set man, with large 
sandy mustache, engaged in selling second-hand medical books 
at ridiculously low prices, passed through Peoria a short time ago. 


At the same time several physicians missed various books, but 


afterwards found them in the hands of other physicians who 
had bought them from a man answering to the above description. 
The police were too lazy to make any attempt at his arrest, 


although ample notice was given. Look out for a second- hand 


man.—feorvta Medical Monthly. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


me REFERENCE HAND- Book OF THE MEDICAL SCIENCES. Being a com- 


_ plete and convenient work of reference for information upon topics. be- 
longing to the entire range of scientific and practical medicine, and 

consisting of a series of concise essays and brief paragraphs, arranged 
in the alphabetical order of the topics of which they treat. Prepared — 
by writers who are experts in their respective departménts. Illustrated 
by chromo-lithographs and fine wood engravings. Edited by ALBERT 
H. Buck, M. D. Vol. I. New York; Wm. Wood & Co. 


The first volume of this magnificent work is now out. It isa 


handsome, large size, double-column octavo volume of over 
-eight hundred pages, printed on fine paper and in small type, so 


that a great amount of material is condensed into it. The ar- 
ticles evince an acquaintance upon the part of the writers with 
modern ideas of medicine and surgery. Practical subjects re- 


-ceive a greater share of the space, but the entire range of medi- 


cal science, including medical botany, embryology, physiologi- 


cal and pathological chemistry, and military and naval surgery, Is 
discussed in a comprehensive manner. 


The work isa splendid one and will come into frequent use 
wherever it finds a place in the physician’s library. It will be- 


come as indispensible as a cyclopedia in general literature. 


The work will consist of eight volumes—the matter arranged 


in alphabetical order, and the last volume containing a complete 
index to facilitate the finding of topics. We have seen no 
other work of the kind which compares with this in the com- 
pleteness of its design and execution. It is profusely illustrated, 
containing, beside wood cuts, a number of fine lithographic 


plates illustrating medical botany. 
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CLINICAL NOTES ON UTERINE SURGERY. By J. Marion Sims, A. B. M. D. 


Late Surgeon to the Woman’s Hospital, New York. Published Pe 
Wm. Wood & Co., 56 and 58 Lafayette Place, New York. 


This work was prepared and published by Dr. Sims, in Lon-— 
don, during his residence there, while the War of the Rebel- 
lion was in-progress. It isa handsome volume of four hundred 
pages, in which the subject of uterine surgery as it relates to the 
subject of sterilty is fully discussed, 7. ¢. the subject is considered 
with special relation to that condition. 

We find that many advances have been made in uterine sur- 
gery in twenty years, but this work still contains enough to ren- 
der it valuable. It is published at the very moderate price of 
one dollar. The covers are paper, but the clean neat print and 
the calendered paper of the inside are sufficient to entitle it to a 
substantial binding; when this is added the work will only cost — 
two dollars—a very cheap book by an excellent authority. _ 


CLIMATOLOGY AND MINERAL SPRINGS OF THE UNITED STATES. By A, 


N. Bell, M. D. October number of | Wood's Library of Standard Av- 


thors. 


This book is one of great value to every physician, as it con- 
tains, from reliable reports, the ascertained facts in regard to the 
variety of climate and mineral waters in the United States, as 
regards their efficacy for the promotion of health—the work be- 
ing founded upon either the actual observation of the author or 
upon those quoted without regard to any preconceived theory. 

We find fifteen pages of this work devoted to the climate and 
mineral springs of California. Indeed, every portion of the 
Union, offering advantages in this direction, comes in for its 
share of attention; thus, the book becomes almost indispensable, 
when we wish for data to enable us to intelligently advise our 
patients who are going abroad for health. 


DIAGNOSIS OF DISEASES OF THE BRAIN AND SPINAL Corb, By Wm. Gower; 
M.D.F. Rk. C. P. December number of Wood’s Library. 


This is an important subject, and one little understood by the. 
average practitioner. Here the author begins by entering into 
the medical anatomy of the brain, and considering the various 
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centers of function. Deviations from normal function indicate 


disease of these centers. In proportion as a physician is ac- 
quainted with the anatomy and physiology of the brain and 
spinal cord, in the same proportion will he possess the ability, if he 


be a close observer, to diagnose departures from normal function 


and locate the seat of disease. This work will be found an im- 
portant aid in this direction. Published by Wm. Wood & Co., 


56 and Lafayette Place, New Cork. 


PHYSICIAN’S VISITING Lis’, 1886. LINDSAY AND BLAKINSTON, 


A copy of the visiting list published by this firm. arrived last 
month and should nave been noticed in the December number, 
but the notice was overlooked by the printer. We believe this 
firm was the pioneer in the publication of a physician’s visiting 
list. This is the thirty-fifth year of its publication, and it holds 
its own amongst all rivals. It contains calendar list of poisons 


and and antidotes, dose tables, rewritten in accordance with the 
sixth revision of the United States Pharmacopoeia, Marshall 


Hall’s Ready Method in Asphyxia, lists of new remedies, Syl- 
vester's method for producing artificial respiration with illustra- 
tions; diagram for diagnosis of diseases of heart, lungs, etc. For 
prices, see advertisement on another page. 


DISEASES OF THE LUNGS, (OF A SPECIFIC, NOT TUBERCULOUS NATURE): 


ACUTE BRONCHITES, INFECTIOUS PNEUMONIA, GANGRENE, SYPHILIS, 
CANCER AND Hypatib OF THE LuNcs. By Prof. Germain See, Paris, 
France. ‘Translated by E. P. Hurd, M. D. With appendices by Geo. 
M. Stemberg M. D., U.S. A., and Prof. Dujardin Peaumetz, Paris. No- 
vember number of Wood’s Library of Standard Authors. 


This work is something of a new departure, in that the path- 
ology is based upon the microbic theory. If diseases of the lungs 
really depend upon micrococi, it will be well for us to know it— 
at least it is interesting to read what is being done in this de- 
partment. The work signalizes the wide-awake character of the 
publishing house issuing it. 
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LEONARD’s PHYSICIAN’s PocKET Day-Book. Bount in Red Morocco, 


with flap, pocket and pencil loop. Price, postpaid, $1.00. Published 
annually by the Ilustrated Medical Journal Co., Detroit, Michigan. 


This popular day-book is now in its ninth year of publication. 
Itis good for ¢hivteen months, from the first of any month that 
it may be begun, and accommodates daily charges for fifty pa- 
tients, besides having cash department, and complete obstetric 
records. There are also.columns for the diagnosis of the case, 
or for brief record of the treatment adopted, following each 
name-space. Name of patient needs to be written but three 
times in a month. 


TRANSACTIONS OF THE STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF TEXAS FOR 

1835. 

This is a very neat volume of over four hundred octavo pages, 
neatly printed on fine calendered paper, with cloth back and 
red edges, indicating considerable enterprise upon the part of 
the regular medical profession of the Lone Star State. In last | 
month’s JOURNAL we reprinted an article from its pages, entitled 
‘‘Treatment of Organic Stricture by Electrolysis.” There are a 
number of meritorious articles in this volume. © 
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THE GALVANIC CURRENT IN CHRONIC PELVIC ,CELLU- 
LITIS. 


While electricity as a therapeutic agent undoubtedly finds its 


widest field in neurological cases, yet it is by no means to be re- 


stricted to these conditions. In every special department of 
medicine it must at times enter as an important factor, and if 
both general] practitioner and specialist would keep abreast the 
current they must recognize this fact. Ophthalmology, laryn- 


_gology, dermatology, and obtetrics even, own its value, but it is 


in gynecology that its greatest efficacy lies. 

I have for years held that it should occupy a far higher place 
in the armamentarium of the gynecologist than it has yet occu- 
pied, and have occasionally given such testimony as I could con- 
cerning its efficacy in the disorders of menstruation, in super and 


-sub-involution of the uterus, in uterine morbid growths, and in 


certain ovarian disorders. Until gynecological experts more | 


generally, however, sive the subject their personal attention, 


make themselves familiar with the physics and physiolog y of 
electricity, study the differential indications for its use, and 
finally supplement theoretical knowledge by practical work, the 


‘popularization of this invaluable remedy for the diseases of — 


women will be slow. © 

In the sequel of pelvic cellulitis especially, the applicatic ion of 
the galvanic current is not infrequently followed by the most 
satisfactory results. For.the absorption of old exudations in 
other parts of the body, this form of electricity has long been 
known to be most efficacious, but only within a comparatively 
recent period has it been tested in the thickening and infiltration 


resulting from inflammation of the pelvic cellular tissue. The 
negative pole, consisting of a metal ball, or in some cases, better 


still, of a concave metal clasp, 1s to be used, internally and di- 
rectly to the part affected, while the positive is to be applied ex- 
ternally. If the metal electrode is applied without the inter- 
vention of a sponge or chamois covering, care should be taken 
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not to use currents sufficiently strong to produce eschars. This 
mishap may occur even without the knowledge of the patient at 
the time, and in the beginning it is, perhaps, safer to use a cov- 
ered electrode. I have seen this treatment, judiciously and per- 
sistently carried out, result not only in the absorption of large 
pelvic deposits, but in the cure of the most severe and obstinate 
sciatica and in the restoration of power to partially paralyzed 
limbs. In such cases both sciatica and paralysis are caused un- 
doubtedly by pressure of the exudations upon the pelvic floor, 
and can be relieved only through the dissipation of the morbid 
products. 

From among a number of cases 1 select the following as il- 
lustrative, in a very striking manner, of the foregoing remarks: 

In October, 1884, Mrs. S- , aged thirty-three, came to 
me complaining of a multitude of symptoms. She could walk 
only with difficulty and for short distances. The appetite was 
poor and constipation excessive, associated with a constant pain 
in the basilar region as well as in the lower portion of the spine, 
while a constant ‘‘burning and pressure” in the uterine region 
contributed to make her life quite wretched. In addition to all 
this, she suffered from dysmenorrhvea and menorrhagia and very. 
severely from sciatica. 

Upon suggesting to her the probability that local causes pre- 
vailed, and that local treatment was called for in her case, she 
refused to entertain the idea ,, saying that she had for a long time 
submitted to local treatment, and, as she believed, with evil re- 
sults rather than good. 

At all events she was now suffering more than ever before. 
All that she wished for or would consent to receive were some 
general applications of electricity, in the hope that some of its 
constitutional tonic effects might become manifest in her case. 
She came to me irregularly, as suited her caprice, for a number 
of months, and was treated by both forms of dynamic as well as 
by static electricity. She received some benefit as to her appe- 
tite, and in lessened pain along the spine and back of the head. 
The objective evidences of improvement also were but slight, 
and were seen only in a somewhat easier movement of the 
limbs. Through the confidence begotten of these inconsider- 
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able signs of improvement, she finally consented to an examin- 
ation. I found the neck of the uterus crowded somewhat back- 
ward and to the left side, while the left half of the os uteri was 
almost completely obliterated. 

The enlarged portion was harder than the surrounding tissue, 
but not acutely sensitive to moderate pressure. Pressure along 


the base of the swelling and posterior to the os caused greater 


pain. My idea in making this examination was, that it would 


be preliminary simply to directing her to some competent spec- 
lalist in diseases of women, but when I discovered what seemed 


to me to be extensive exudation in the connective-tissue, I de- 
termined to submit her to persistent localized galvanization. 
For nearly a month the patient came every day, with the excep- 


tion of Sundays, and subsequently visited me about every other 


day for three months. The applications were made directly to 
the diseased part, and when menstruation appeared some three 
weeks after the inauguration of the local treatment, the flow was 


not only markedly less in quantity, but attended by a very con- 
siderable decrease of pain. In a few weeks the distress along 


the sciatic nerve entirely disappeared, and the progression toward 


a fair condition of hea!th was uninterrupted until she was discharged 


as cured, after having received fifty-six l-cal applications of the 
galvanic current. Under the absorptive influence of the cur- 
rent the inflammatory exudation gradually disappeared, until in 


the end the finger could be swept entirely around the neck at its 


juncture with the body of the uterus. In the recital of a case 


of this character the question very naturally arises, What are 
the points aiding in the diagonosis aside from those already de- 
tailed? For if this were a case of chronic parametritic exuda- 


tion, as there is every reason to believe, it must be of exceeding — 
interest to every practitioner, general or special, who has to dea’ 
with female diseases. As obtained from the patient when I first — 
discovered the character of the local trouble, her previous his- 
tory is as follows: About two years before I saw her, she 
aborted at the third month, suffering considerable pain, but 
within a fortnight regarded herself as ‘‘quite smart.” At this 
time she took a ride of several miles over a rorgzh country road, 
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and when she reached home was very tired and chilly. During 
the night she had considerable fever, with sharp, local pains. 


From that time onward she suffered almost constantly from 


dull pains high up in the vagina and through the lower part of 
the abdomen. Her menstrual flow had always been perfectly 


norma], but now it suddenly became profuse and painful, and 


continued so for two years or more until she began the local gal- 

vanic treatment. Especially suggestive was the readiness with 
which the sciatic neuralgia disappeared under applications direc- 
ted to the enlargement, clearly indicating that the cause of the 
sciatic, as well as of the incomplete paraplegia, was the pressure 


of the parametritic exudation on the pelvic floor.—Medica/ 
Record. 


PASTEUR’S METHOD OF INOCULATION AGAINST 


RABIES, AND GUERIN’S OBJECTIONS. 


The Medical Record reports: The full text of Pasteur’s de- | 


scription of his method of preventing rabies appears in the 
Bulletin of the Academie de Medecine. Pasteur began by saying 
that, after innumerable experiments, he had discovered a pro- 
phylactic method, both prompt and practical. It has proved so 


effective, applied to dogs, as to warrant M. Pasteur in applying 


it to all animals, even to man. Inoculation of a healthy rab- 


bit, by trephining underneath the dura mater, from a spinal 
cord removed from a rabid dog, always produced rabies after 
fifteen days’ inoculation, on an average. Inoculation of a sec- 
ond rabbit from the first, of a third from the second, and so ou 


through a series of incubation, provokes a form of rabies pre- 


senting in each successive inoculation a shorter term of incuba- 


tion. After a series of from twenty to twenty-five inoculations, 
the term of incubatiog is reduced to eight days. After a fur- 
ther series of from twenty to twenty-five, the term is again re- 
duced to seven, which remains stationary up to the ninetieth. 
M. Pasteur, in his successive series of inoculations, has arrived 
at the. ninetieth, and there is a very slight tendency in the 
term of incubation to be less than seven days. 

These experiments were commenced in 1882, and they have 
‘been continued without interruption. ‘The only virus used was 
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obtained from a successive series of rabbits which died from 
rabies; consequently, a perfectly pure virus was used -in these 
experiments, and one always identica. This, says M. Pasteur, 
is the great secret of the method (/e naud pratique.) The spi- 
nal cord of these rabbits is rabid throughout. If a portion of a 
few centimetres in length be detached from these rabid cords, 
every cleanly precaution being carefully observed, and then sus- 
pended in dry air, then their virulence slowly leaves them, and 
finally thoroughly disappears. The time required to destroy 
the virulence depends on the thickness of the fragment re- 
moved, and still more on the temperature of the surrounding 
atmosphere. The lower the temperatnre the longer the viru- 
lence persists. If the rabid cord be removed from contact with — 
the air into carbonic acid gas, the virulence is maintained during 
several months, always provided no foreign microbes are allowed 
to attack it. 

In ee to render a dog refractory to fables j in a compara- 
tively short time, M. Pasteur proceeds as follows: A portion of 
fresh rabid cord is suspended ina bottle containing dry air, 
fragments of potash being placed in it for this purpose. The 
period of incubation of the rabies is seven days. Every suc- 
cessive day the dog is inoculated by passing under the skin the 
quantity of sterilized broth a Pravaz’s syringe can hold, a small 
fragment from these desiccated cords having been previously 
mixed with the broth. The first inoculation is made with desic- 
cated cord that has undergone some days’ preparation, in order 
to be certain that it has entirely lost its virulence. The next 
inoculation is made with a fresher preparation, and so on until 
a virulent portion is used. ‘Two days must elapse before a fresh 
inoculation is made. The last inoculation is made from a por- 
tion of cord which has been dried one of two days previously. 
The dog thus treated is rendered exempt from rabies. Inocula- 
tion under the skin, or on thecerebral surface, by trephining with 
the virus of rabies, fails to produce any symptom of this dis- 
ease. By this method M. Pasteur rendered fifty dogs refractory 
to rabies without incurring one failure. 

M.« Pasteur had arrived at this period in his experiments,when 
two people who had been bitten by a mad dog arrived, on July 
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6th, at his laboratory, from Alsace. Theodore Vone, a whole- 
sale grocer at Messengott, had been bitten on the arm on July 


4th. John Meister, aged nine, was also bitten on July 4th, by the 


same dog; the child was bitten in several places on his hands, 
legs and thighs: some of the wounds on the thigh were very 


deep, and caused him to walk with difficulty; the principal 


wounds were cauterized with carbolic acid at eight o'clock in the 


evening. ‘The third person was the mother of Jacob Meister, 


who had not been bitten. M. Vone had his arm very much 
_ bruised, but he assured M. Pasteur that the bite had not passed 


his shirt. ,He was sent back to Alsace. On July 6th, sixty 


hours after the bite, Joseph Meister was inoculated. A Pra- 
vaz's syringeful of cord removed from a rabbit dead from rabies 
was injected under the skin on the right side. The rabbit died 


on June 21st; the marrow had been preserved in dry air from 


that date, a period of fifteen days. The following days fresh 
inoculations were wade morning and evening; each succeeding 


inoculation was made with cord, more recently prepared; thir- 


teen inoculations were made, covering a period of ten days. 


_M. Pasteur does not believe that the progressive attenuation 
of the rabid spinal cords enclosed in dry air is due to the action — 


of the air. Facts that he will describe later on negatived this 
interpretation. He considers the cause more probably to be 
explained by the microbes, the origin of rabies, producing, during 


their cultivation, a substance endowed with a property hostile to 


their own development. Data already acquired concerning the 
modus vivendi of these organisms encourage the belief in this 
hopothesis. M. Pasteur will continue his researches on this 
subject, and publish the results. Since October 2oth, M. Pas- 
teur has had under treatment for rabies a young shepherd, fif- 
teen years of age, who, on the 14th of the same month, had 
been badly bitten on both hands by a mad-dog. The results 
of this further test of his prophylactic method against rabies 
will be made known to the Academie de Sciences 


At the close of Pasteur’s communication, M. Jules Guerin — 


rose, and after some difficulty obtained leave to put on record 


the following protests: 1st. That M. Pasteur made his inocu-— 
jations with the virus of an artificial rabies, there being no- 
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proof that his rabbits really had the genuine disease; 2d. the 
patient on whom M. Pasteur had experimented was not a proper 
one, since his wounds had been treated with carbolic acid, and 
since bites of rabid dogs are not always followed by hydropho- 
bia; 3d. M. Pasteur had only found a preventive for rabies, not 
a remedy for the declared disease.— Weekly Medical Review. 


EMPYEMA WITH SUBSEQUENT DROPSY—SOURWOOD. 


I'was called February 1st, 1884, to see Miss Maud Daniels, 
aged thirteen years. Her catamenia had been established sev- 
eral months prior, and at the time of my visit she was menstru-_ 

ating. 
I diagnosed the case pleurisy of the right side; there was some > 
cough, fever, and a dullness on percussion below the right 
scapula. The appropriate course of treatment was instituted, 
and on the third day there was no pain, but the cough was per- 
sistent, and as the fever had not abated on the sixth day, the 
temperature was taken, which was 102 degrees F. 
She was now expectorating much mucous. ~ On the eighth 
' day there was some cedema about the face, and by the tenth a 
chilly feeling; an examination of the chest on the eleventh day 
revealed a marked fullness of the right side with increased dull- 
ness on percussion, much cough, and a leaning to the right side 
when she walked. Matters kept getting worse till the seven- 
teenth day, when there was much cedema of the body, difficult 
breathing and a marked displacement of the heart to the left. 
I now began to think that I had a case of empyema, and wanted 
to perform paracentesis thorasis, but parents desired further time 
to use medication, saying they never knew a case to recover 
after it was tapped. : 
By the twentieth she had become so coibiieasis all over, that 
I told them she could not live long if she did not soon get relief. 
By the twenty-second the heart was much more displaced, the 
breathing extremely difficult, patient sick at stomach; the mother 
still refused to have her tapped. She kept getting worse till 
March 2d, when I got the consent of the parents to open the 
chest. 
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There was so much cedema about the chest that I had great — 


difficulty in finding the intercostal space. I at first thrust in a 
. small trocar and a few drops of thick pus escaped through the 
canula. I then withdrew it and sent in a large one, and through 
the canula there flowed a half-gallon or more of pus of about 


the consistency of cream; the cough became so distressing that I 


deemed it expedient to let no more out at that time; however, 
that night about half a gallon escaped in the bed. _ 

On March sth, I made a free opening, and about three quarts 
of pus escaped, in which were many lumps of curdy pus. Air 
entered the chest freely through the opening which was made 
near the angle of and between the seventh and eighth ribs. On 
the seventh of the month I enlarged the opening, and about a 


quart of pus escaped, with more curdy lumps. Her appetite 


_which had been good, now failed for a day or so, then continued 
good during her entire sickness. © 


On the eighth she was placed on her right side and about eight 


ounces of pus escaped; the ninth, four ounces, which was about 
the amount passed each day till the thirteenth, when the pus was 
extremely offensive to smell. I washed out the cavity with pure 
boiled water carbolized, and repeated the washing two days later, 
_ which were the only washings it received. ie 


J used a rubber catheter and a Van Buren bag with stopcock. — 


The patient being placed on her right side the catheter was. in- 


troduced and the atmosphere expelled from the bag by squeezing — 


it and then turning the stopcock, the nozzle was then inserted in 
the catheter and the cock turned, so that the matter might 
drain down the catheter, at the same time exhaustion was assisted 


by the expansion of the bag. This was repeated every day, and — 


an adhesive plaster placed over the opening that the pressure 
might continue from the lung toward the diseased cavity. The 
quantity of matter gradually decreased till there was none, and 
then the opening was let close. 


She had been coughing for several days and spitting up much 


matter like what was being discharged from her side. ‘The cough 
was extremely annoying, and the extensive cedema and difficult 
breathing made the case seem hopeless. By the nineteenth there 
was very great distension of the pericardium and symptoms of 
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dropsy of the arachnoid membrane; this with ascites and general 
cedema, made the family, friends, and your humble servant very 
uneasy. 

Many large transparent stripes in the skin appeared in the 
lumbar region, which were punctured frequently, and many 
quarts of water ran out which reduced the cedema much for a 
few days. 


The opening showed a tendency to close, bit a drainage tube - 


was inserted with a knot tied in the end. 


The dropsy became so extensive that on the tw enty-eighth I 
punctured the feet and ankles in many places, and for a few days 


many gallons of water escaped, but it was replaced in spite of 


our most vigorous medication. 
The temperature averaged about 101 degrees F., during her 


sickness, till about April 4th, when it began to rise. ‘The urine 


became very albuminous, with an occasional tube cast. On the 
fifteenth, the temperature had reached 103 degrees F,, and 


patient comatose. 


I kept the water flowing from the feet and ankles, and about 
the twentieth she would gape frequently, and complain of queer 
feeling. Chilly, and the temperature 104 degrees F., pulse very 


quick. Brisk medication brought about a copious sweating next 
day, which reduced the temperature to roodegrees F. The dis- 


charge from the side had gradually ceased, and the opening was 
let heal, and by May 6th it was closed. _ | 

On the 1oth the cedema and d'fficult breathing were worse, 
and the heart was laboring the could not 


All was anxiety ; patient could uot endure such a condition 
very long. I thought seriously, and concluded to try sourwood, 
as all other remedies had failed ; this was a good case on which 
to test its virtues. | 

I procured the solid extract, and gave her four grains every 
four hours, and digatalis and veratrum to control the fever and 
the great agitation of the heart which was laboring very greatly 
in a distended pericardium. She did not show much improve- 
ment till about the 16th, when she could lie down and get her 


a 
~ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
q 
i 
: ‘ 
| 


REMARKS ON THE SURGERY OF THE KIDNEYS. 39° 


breath with some degree of comfort ; and, by the 25th she could 
ride out a little, but still the general dropsy remained. 

About June 3d, the effusion.in the pericardium was as bad as 
ever, the ascites and cedema no 2 the patient could not lie 
down, could only get her breath with difficult by leaning forward. 
In my absence and at my request aap W. was called, who said, 

She cannot live.” 

The family said she had been as bad several times before, and 
I had helped her, and thought it could be done again. | 

She now had Bromide of Potash and Veratrum in conjunc- 
tion with the Sourwood till the difficult breathing subsided, 


which it did in about two weeks; after which she continued the © 


—Sourwood till about the tenth of July, when she had recovered 
entirely, and the Sourwood was discontinued. | 
Now after a year and a-half, she is as stout as any oirl of her 
age. The right side measures nearly the same as the left. 


Nothing is known of the cause of the empyema unless it was 


a fall from an improvised trapeze about eight months previous. 


I never saw such fortitude exhibited by a patient, nor knew of © 


such cnnfidence of a family, neither did I ever feelsuch a weight 
of responsibility, nor experienced greater relief, than I did when 
my patient recovered. She swears by Sourwood, so do'I. 

I have used Sourwood in several cases of dropsy, and it has 
not disappointed me in any instance. 

If any brother desires my notes of the case, I will loait them 


cheerfully.—S. B. S. piece M. D.in Eclectic Medical Jour- 
nal. 


“REMARKS ON THE SURGERY OF THE KIDNEYS. 


i. a communication to the Canada Lancet, Mr. Lawson Tait 
gives his notes of some cases of kidney disease, calling for op- 
eration, recently met with; among these, a case of movable kid- 
ney, which we give, with the concluding remarks of the paper : 

J. W., et. 45, had a large painful tumor on the right side, 
slightly to the right side, but mostly lying over, the vertebral 
column ; it clearly fluctuated, and was freely movable. It was 
diagnosed as a cyst of the mesentery. I opened the abdomen, 
for the purpose of removing it, on the 18th of June, and at once 
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came upon a thin-walled cyst containing about three pints of 
clear fluid, and, after emptying it, I endeavored to shell it out 
from the folds of the nesentery, under which it appeared to lie. 


This I succeeded in doing, until I came upon a fresh substance, 


which speedily pronounced itself to be the kidney. I had, in 
fact, been dealing with a case of hydronephrosis, in which the 


pelvis of the kidney had become so completely dilated that the 


body of the organ itself lay quite behind. Of course, I had 
to complete the operation by removing the kidney itself. Only 
one ounce of urine was passed on the day of the operation, but 
the quantity steadily rose until it wasthirty ounces, when she lett 
for home on July 4th. She has since remained in good health, and 
the wound is perfectly healed 
Remarks.—The surgery of the kidney has now advanced to. 
such a stage, that we may speak pretty positively of what can 
and what ought to be done in all cases of tumors of this organ. 
What I have to say now is very muth a repetition of what [have 
said in previous papers on this subject, with the exception that 
I have had, as I have already indicated, to modify somewhat my 


- belief concerning movable kidneys; but even here I can confirm 
much of what I have already said on the question. 


This abnor- 
mality is so rare that this is the first case I have ever seen, ina 


practice which now extends over twenty-five years, and which 


includes forty operations upon the kidney and more than twelve 
hundred abdominals. The second point deserving notice 1s, 
that all of these forty operations, with one exception, have been 


performed on the right kidney, a circumstance which certainly 


is very remakable, and must be something more than a mere co- 
Incidence. 


Some months ago, in a communication made to the 
Obstetrical Society, I told the story—now some fifteen years 
old—of an interview I had with a board of examiners, whom I 


— could not satisfy concerning the treatment to which I would 


subject a patient submitted to me for the purpose of the exami- 
nation, and who was burdened with a large suppurating tumor 
of the kidney. I told the board that I should remove the kid- 
ney, as everything else seemed to have been tried fruitlessly. 
In reply, they told me that my surgical enthusiasm seemed to 
be greater than my knowledge of the practice of medicine, and 
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— 


we parted, never to resume further association. A singular 
change has occurred since then, for the kidney promises to be 
one of the most brilliant fields for the achievements of new sur- 
gery. Out of my forty operations on diseased kidneys, including 
abscesses, hydatids, sarcomas and stones in the pelvis, I not only 
had thirty-eight recoveries, but I have had—so far as I know up 
to the time of writing—complete curesin thirty-eight out of the forty 
operations. In the fortieth case I failed, because I did too much. 


: age a a kidney with a large number of chronic abscesses in 


, when I ought simply to have opened it and drained it, 
a an expedient preparatory to its subsequent removal. Thic 
patient died of shock, and in this I learnt the iesson which I 
shall always follow in the future in such cases, of opening the 
kidney, in order tu ascertain its condition exactly before I re- 
move it. I really think that, in this conclusion, I have to sum 
up all my experience in renal surgery. 


There can be no question that interference with the large 


malignant tumors, which we see in children under fourteen and 
fifteen years of age, is simply nonsense. Even if the little suf- 


ferers recover from the terrible opgration which is performed in | 
such a case, the disease will recur, and no good will have been 
done. But in all other tumors of the kidney, if the patient 1s 


sufficiently ill to justify interference, the disease may be attacked 


with a perfect certainty of procuring relief in every case, and’ 
complete cure in probably go per cent. I do not think it matters 


much whether the organ be attacked by what is called the 
abdominal method, or the lumbar, as far as the immediate suc- 
_cess of the operation is concerned. But I have a strong prefer- 
ence in my own practice for the abdominal method, if there is 


any likelihood of its being decided to remove the kidney, for, in 
this way, the condition of the other organ may be ascertained 
before the diseased one is removed. If, however, it has been 


determined to perform nephrotomy, and the removal of the . 


dis eased organ is a question which has been dismissed, then, I 
think, the lumbar incision may be the preferable of the two. In 
such a case, the operation of nephrotomy is an extremely easy 
one, and even the removal of the kidney is not a proceeding 
accompanied by much danger or difficulty, unless it has been 


too long delayed.—Lazwton Tait in Buffalo Medical and Surgical 
J out mat. 
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PREPARATIONS OF GLYCERINE. 


The British Pharmacopeia contains five preparations of glyc- 
erine, all of which are useful and convenient ; some of them are 
used externally, some internally, and some applicable in both 
ways. Glycerine of carbolic acid, glycerine of tannic acid and 
glycerine of gallic acid each cuntain one part of their respective 
acids in four and a half parts of glycerine. Glycerine of borax 
contains a like proportion of borax. Glycerine of starch con- 
tains one part of starch in eight and a half parts of glycerine. 
The United States Pharmacrpeia also contains these preparations 
(excepting the last one); but their proportions and formule are. 
somewhat different. We also have an officinal glycerine of tar. 
Our term glyceritum, or glycerate, is ee to the English 
glycerine. 

Glycerine of carbolic acid, in doses ranging from five to ten 
minims, suitably diluted, is serviceable in scarlet fever, measles, 
and small-pox; and by lowering the pulse and inducing perspira- | 
tion, it has a beneficial effect infever. Many forms of diarrhcea, 
vomiting and dyspepsia yield to it; and it oftentimes promotes 
the expulsion of intestinal worms. It may be used as a gargle, 
well diluted, in sore throat with feetid breath, and, mixed with an 
equal bulk of water, is painted on the tonsi!s and fauces in diph- 
theria. One drachm in an ounce of water form an excellent lo- 
tion for eczema, lepra, carbuncles, syphilitic ulcers, etc. Undi- 
Juted, it is employed in small-pox, to prevent the ‘‘ pitting,’ and 
is useful in ringworm, scabies, and other parasitic diseases. 

Glycerine of gallic acid may be taken internally in ten to sixty 
minims, diluted, as-a general astringent, in the night sweats 
of phthisis, in pyrosis, and in albuminuria. It is one of the best 
agents for the arrest of hemorrhage from the kidneys, uterus, or 

bladder; and for all cases where the bleeding vessels have to be 
_ reached through the circulation. For external use, it is inferior 
to glycerine of tannic acid. 


= 


Glycerine of tannic acid may be taken internally in doses of 
ten to forty minims, for the same purposes as glycerine of gallic 
acid, but it is generally less efficient. Externally, it is more use- 
ful than gallic acid, and is a good paint for relaxed uvula, chronic 
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,  tonsillitis, and many throat affections, and is beneficial in ozzena, 


chronic otorrhoea, hay fever, and coryza. It also makes an ad- 
mirable injection, well diluted, for gonorrhoea (male and fe- 
male), urethritis, and gleet. 

Glycerine of borax, from half a drachm to two drachms, di- 
luted, is refrigerant and diuretic. It has an acid reaction. It 
causes contraction of the uterus, and, sometimes, abortion. 

Combined with ergot, it assists the expulsion of the placenta. — 
It is useful as an emmenagogue. Half an ounce of elycerine 
of borax in four ounces of water act as an aphrodisiac, when 
used asan enema. Externally, it has. many uses in skin dis- 
cases, notably in ebinbenie. or pityriasis versicolor, which it 
cures by dissolving the epidermis. It is used for chilblains, 
chapped hands, fissured tongue, apthe, and cracked nipples, | 
applied as an undiluted paint, and is valuable in pruritus puden- 
di, and sometimes in diphtheria.* 

Glycerine of starch is employed externally for excoriations, 
ctc., and is a useful article in the nursery.— Med. World. 


_. THE TRETMENT OF ASTHMA. 


I. TREATMENT OF THE ATTACK. 

The principal indication is to relieve the dyspnoea. For this 

purpose the following remedies may be empires, given in the 
order of their efficiency : 

Injections of Morphine.— These rapidly the attack, and 
produce a quiet sleep; but It is necessary to gradually increase 
the dose. It should be used with great caution for fear of induc- 
ing morphinism. 

Inhalation of Iodide of Ethyl.—Direct the to pour ten 
or twelve drops ona handkerchief and inhale slowly. This drug 
rapidly relieves an attack, sometimes instantanéously. ‘These 
inhalations are much to be preferred to those of ether or chloro- 
form, which usually fail. 

Ammoniacal Vapor.—This produces a sedative effect by excit. 


ing an excessive secretion in the nose and throat. Many patients 
are relieved in this way. | 
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*Salycylic acid dissolves readily in water, by the addition of four times its quantity 
of glycerine of borax. 
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i It has also been proposed to touch the pharynx with a strong 
| solution of ammonia. A certain amount of inflammation, with 
a | an abundant secretion, is thus produced. This method of treat- 
| sometimes affords excellent results. 
| The Inhalation of Medicated Fumigations.—These act upon the 
Mg bronchial mucous membrane. Nitre papers burned ina saucer 
4 near the patient are much employed. The leaves of acrid nar-— 
-cotic plants—such as stramonium, belladonna—may be smoked 
cigarettes alone, or with a small quantity of nitre. Cigarettes 
= made of belladonna leaves, containing arsenic, are also 
i prescribed. These means are beneficial only for a limited time-. 
oc TREATMENT OF THE DISEASE. 
og ‘Seek out the causes which produce the attack, with a view to 
a changing the occupation or surroundings of the patient, if ne- 
a cessary. The medical treatment will vary, according to the 
variety of asthma. 
q Catarrhal Asthma.—Avoid cold; treat the laryngitis and bron- 
a, chitis by ordinary methods, emollient drinks, ipecac and opium, 
i and cutaneous revulsion. If the asthma is not of long standing, 
nd Hardy recommends the application, on the chest and arms, of a 
| i, vesicatory or rubefacient. Tincture of lobelia, thirty to sixty 
a drops a day, is considered an excellent remedy by the Germans. 
ae ‘The waters of Royat or Cauterets and a winter residence in the 
4 | south, at the seaside, may be tried. | 
a q ; Nervous Asthma.—Bromide and, above all, iodide of potas- 
lag sium produce excellent effects, although we dco not know the 
ne. rationale of this treatment. Unroasted coffee, a tablespoonful 
hod | to be infused in a cup of waterover night, and taken at one dose 
is in the morning for several months, may be tried. Com-. 
ye | pressed air is an excellent remedy. The same results may 
: a sometimes be obtained by playing the cornet, or blowing a 
7, trumpet, thus producing a distension of the bronchia. Gym- 
Me nastic exercise of the upper extremities should be ordered for 
aa those of sedentary habits. Hydropathic treatment~ may .be em- 
| ployed with patients who do not cough. 

4 Herpetic Asthma.—That is, cases in which the asthma alter- 
; | nates with attacks of skin disease. Employ the hygienic and 
| therapeutic remedies mentioned above, and, tn addition to these, 
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arsenic. Counter-irritants, where the eczema has disappeared. 
Mont Dore water to be preferred to those of Bourboule, which 
are better for the scrofulous.—Zvanslated from ‘‘L’ Abetlle Med.” 


by Campbell, M. D., in Buffalo Medical and 


CARBOLIC ACID IN INDIGESTION: 


Nearly all writers upon the subject of dyspepsia recommend 
the use of creosote or carbolit acid as a remedy for gastric fer- 
mentation and eructations. Several physicians have recently - 

called attention to the almost specific value of this carbolic acid 
in conditions where the stomach appears to be hyperzesthetic as 
well as filled with the gases of decomposition. | 

Dr. Fenwick, some years ago, recommended glycerine and 
carbolic acid in these conditions. Mr. J. F. Dixon, in a letter 
to the British Medical Journal, says that a few years, later he 
was tempted to follow Fenwick’s method, and try carbolic acid — 
in indigestion associated with tenderness of the stomach, ascidity 
and flatulence. ‘‘In most instances, ” he says, ‘‘the result was 
very striking; cases which had proved very intractable yielding 
immediately to its influence. I used it of the same strength 
which I have always used for the eye; that is, two minims to the 

ounce of water, usually with the addition of five grains of 
carbonate of sodium and twenty-five minims of aromatic spirit of 
ammonia. 

Mr. Edward Berdoe adds, in the same journal, that he ‘i 
found carbolic acid’ most useful in fermentative dyspepsia, ac- 
companied by sour rising and eructations of gas, with pain after 
meals. 

‘‘The dose,” he writes, ‘‘is from five to ten minims, in mint- 
water or other convenient vehicle. As it mixes well, I think it 
a more elegant and safe form than a solution of the acid in 
wateronly. When there is much pain in the stomach after 
food, I have found it useful to add five or six minims of the 
liquor opii sedativus to each dose; and, when there is want of - 
tone in the seat of digestion, and bad appetite, five to ten min- 
ims of the tincture of nux vomica will often be found service- 

able. Ihave found these remedies also very valuable, in the above 
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combination, in cases of pyrosis, where, I think, the sedative 
influence of the carbolic acid on the mucous membrane is far 
more useful than the bismuth one usually given in such cases.” 

Dr. Yandell says, editorially, in the American Practitioner : 
‘‘Carbolic acid has for many years been much used by the phy- 
siclans of Louisville in indigestions of one kind and another, 
and may be fairly said to have secured a permanent place 
among the remedies for this class of troubles. The late Pro- 
fessor Lewis Rogers, of this city, first gave it in a painful condi- 
tion of the stomach, accompanied by eructations, in a woman 
convalescing from typhoid fever. The result was so satisfactory 
that he directed it in other cases; spoke of it in our medical 
societies and led toits being very generally adopted by the pro- 
fession here. In hyperesthetic pyrosis it is particularly valu- 
able; and in fermentative diarrhceas, especially those accom- 
panied. by excessively offensive dejections, either in adults or 
children, it is efficacious beyond most drugs.” | 

Altogether there is evidence that carbolic acid, by virtue of 
its two-fold powers of disinfectant and sedative, should play an_ 
important part in the therapeutics of dyspepsia. — Med. Record. 
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POISONING BY CHLOROFORM INTERNALLY 
ADMINISTERED. 


ages 


Since chlorororm administered internally in the treatment of 
_tape-worm has frequently been referred to in these columns, the 
following case of poisoning, through the accidental administra- 
tion of an overdose, reported in the Mew York Medical Record, 
for October 3, by Dr. J. M. Latta, of Millerton, Kansas, is de- 
serving of attention: | 
- The case was that of a boy, six years of age, vidiiine from 
tape-worm, for which he ordered a mixture of one part chloro- 
form in three parts simple syrup, of which one teaspoonful was 
to be given every hour until four doses had been taken. By 
mistake the parents gave the mixture in tablespoonful doses. 
Twenty minutes after he had taken the fourth dose of the mix- 
ture the boy said the medicine was ‘‘about to kill him;’ ‘he reeled 
like : a . drunken person and vomited violently, throwing up mu- 
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A Wat. From CHICAGO. | 


cus tinged with blood. ‘The child was itive when. first seen 
by Dr. Latta, and said tnat his stomach hurt him, but in a few 
minutes he became unconscious. The pupils were normal, the 
breathing easy, and the pulse a little accelerated, but regular 
and rather full and bounding. The face was covered with an 
even red flush, arterial in tint. The temperature was not taken. 


It was impossible to arouse the boy by calling or shaking him. 


All the pillows were removed, the body was placed straight and 


all constricted portions of clothing loosened, and fresh air was 


freely admitted into the room. The pulse and respiration were 
carefully watched, but as they furnished no special indications 
_ for treatment, nothing more was done. The pulse became 

gradually less rapid, the flush disappeared from the face, and in 
an hour and a half the boy awoke and expressed himself as be- 
ing all right. 
the bowels were moved, but there was no appearance of any 
tape-worm.— Therapeutic Gazette. 


A WAIL FROM CHICAGO. 


Recently, a Dr. Waugh was assassinated by one Sweet, who 
was actuated thereto by a criminal intimacy existing between the 
Doctor and Mrs. Sweet. The grand jury failed to find a true 
bill against Sweet and he was discharged. Now, the Western 
Medical Reporter makes this action of the grand jury the text of 


a wail because of the ‘‘one-sidedness of public opinion whenever 


and wherever a physician is involved.’’ It is true the Reporter 
does not condone the offense, of which it admits Dr. Waugh was 
probably guilty, but it claims that probably Mrs. Sweet was the 
seducer, and that the poor Doctor was her game. From the 
Reporter's statement, the lot of a Chicago physician must be a 
most unhappy one. It says: 

‘There is hardly a physician in general practice, but can tes- 
tify that the profession of medicine is one which is attended by 
ereat temptations at the hands of persons who consider the doctor 
to be a man who is fair game, and whose best interests lie in the 
direction of discreet silence. Verily, between such persons on 
the one hand, and professional blackmailers, hysterical subjects 


and nymphomaniacs upon the other, not to speak of a touch of 


A saline was administered a few hours later and 
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that human nature, which makes all men kin, the doctor is in a 
worse predicament than was poor Odysseus, for he could hope 
to escape frem both Scylla and Charybdis in a reasonable time, 
while your poor devil of a doctor is — by thern throughout © 
the whole of his professional career.’ 

If this be true, we give it as a solemn warning to all physicians 
who contemplate moving to Chicago, and offer our sincerest 
sympathies to those who are so unfortunate to be unable to leave 
such a crime-sodden city. 

The Reportnr thinks the law should be interpreted, “Thou 
shalt not like anyone but doctors,” and suggests this may be a 


_ satifactory answer to ‘‘ What shall we do with our graduates?” 


Hereafter we shall employ a body-guard whenever we visit a 


Chicago doctor’s office.——-Peoria Medical Monthly. 
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